
OTTUMWA WATER WORKS BOARD MEETING 
 
 

Ottumwa Water Works Board of Trustees met Tuesday, November 18, 2025, at 4:00 p.m.  
Those present were Trustees Wilson, Kelley, Stewart, Propp and Barnes.  Also in 
attendance was Board Attorney Ryan Mitchell, City Councilman, Keith Caviness and 
Stephen Pedrick from French-Reneker- Associates, Inc.  Stewart moved, seconded by 
Propp to approve the Agenda.  All ayes.  Kelley moved, seconded by Barnes to approve the 
minutes of the regular Board meeting held October 21, 2025.  All ayes. Propp moved, 
seconded by Stewart to approve Water Works bills in the amount of $1,538,456.72 (which 
includes the sewer & garbage transfer to City of Ottumwa and payroll liabilities) for the 
month of October 2025. All ayes. Kelley moved, seconded by Propp to approve the 
Financial and Operations report with revenues of $996,417.45 and expenses of 
$741,494.66 for the month of October 2025. All ayes.   Kelley moved, seconded by Stewart 
to remove the audit presentation December 31, 2024 from the table.   All ayes.  Michael 
Podliska, Certified Public Accountant from Anderson, Larkin & Co. PC. presented the 
December 31, 2024 audit report.  Stewart moved, seconded by Barnes to accept and file 
December 31, 2024 audit report.  All ayes.   Kelley moved, seconded by Propp to accept 
project and approve final pay request No. 7 – (retainage) in the amount of $16,748.85 to 
Morris Enterprises, Inc. for the Water Main Replacements – Castle, W. Park, and Jay 
Streets.  All ayes.  Stewart moved, seconded by Kelley to approve setting the Public 
Hearing followed by bid opening on the plans and specifications, estimated cost and form of 
contract for Thursday, December 11th at 1:00 p.m. on the Wildwood and Mary Street 
watermain replacement project.  All ayes.  Propp moved, seconded by Barnes to approve 
setting the Public Hearing followed by bid opening on the plans and specifications, 
estimated cost and form of contract for Thursday, December 11th at 1:30 p.m. on the Plum 
Street watermain replacement project.  All ayes.  Stewart moved, seconded by Kelley to 
approve pay request No. 5 in the amount of $9,451.26 to Drish Construction, Inc. for the 
Water Main Replacements – Grace, Allison, Minneopa, and Casa Blanca Streets.  All ayes.    
Chairperson Wilson opened the Public Hearing at 4:28 p.m. on the proposed 2026 budget.  
After no written or oral comments, Propp moved, seconded by Barnes to close the public 
hearing at 4:33 p.m.  All ayes.  Kelley moved, seconded by Stewart to approve Resolution 
No 4-2025 adopting the budget for the calendar year ending December 31, 2026.  All ayes. 
Kelley moved, seconded by Stewart to go into closed session at 4:46 p.m. in accordance 
with the Iowa Code Section 21.5 (l)(i). (“To evaluate the professional competency of an 
individual whose appointment, hiring, performance, or discharge is being considered when 
necessary to prevent needless and irreparable injury to that individual’s reputation and that 
individual requests a closed session.”) for the purpose of discussing the General Manger’s 
performance goals that are tied to his evaluation.  All ayes.  Propp moved, seconded by 
Barnes to go out of closed session at 5:25 p.m.  All ayes.  After returning, Kelley moved, 
seconded by Propp to approve a salary increase of 5% for the General Manager starting 
January 2026.  All ayes.   Propp moved, seconded by Stewart, that the meeting be 
adjourned.  All ayes.  Adjournment was at 5:40 p.m. Bills paid for October 2025 are listed 
below.  
 
 
 
 



 


